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LINCOLN SQUARE, N. Y.

Cold Draft Winds
Hit Law Students
b y Anthony M. Bentley

Due to recent legislation, Federal Aid to :Education will
be felt at Fordham Law School during the next few months
in three ways. The student-faculty ratio will inevitably continue to improve. SOCially minded
scholars will be pleased to learn
that by May, 1969 there could be a
girl in class for every boy and
those first-year students finishing
exams seven months hence, may
find a close-to-even chance of
maKing Law Review.
These happy projections stem
from the fact that for many of us,
"loOk to the right, look to the
left" will soon be magically transformed into "lelt, right, left," and
"dress-right, dress." Dean Hanlon
estimates draft attrition in the
first year class to reach 40% by
May. All students, albeit not
equally. are seriously threatened
by Selective Service.

n-s to I-A
Although third year students
will not have their legal education intcrrupted by the draft. they
will become prime military targets
upon graduation due to their age.
Fil'st- and second-year students
are already primarily I-A. their
II-S classifications having expired
June 30, 1968. Many of us have
,either had our physicals, or have
had notice of an impending ooe
and have initiated a desperate delaying action by means of appeals.
The future does not look prontising, if the past is any indication.
The entering class of 1967. the
present second-year students, came
to Fordham (day) 228 strong, and
as we go to press that class has
dwindled to a scant 100. Academic
attl'ition accounts for a minute
percentage of those who are no
longer with us.
The present b:eshman ( day)
class put down 287 deposits before registration. Currently the

DEAN MULLIGAN
Addresses Freshma.n a.t
Orienta.tion

number per section in attendance
is less than 90. This represents a
loss of nearly 40% in about 5
weeks. If this rate continues, by
January we may see our professors reactivated.
It is perhaps not surprising that
the culprit is not the draft itself,
but its spectre. Of those law student draft casualties mentioned,
perhaps only 10% are actually on
active duty. The vast majority of
those who have dropped out will
have withdrawn rather than bear
the pressures of law school realizing it all may be for naught.
Many have joined the reserves or
the Guard, marking time until the
expected call 15 sounded. Others
still have applied for that evershrinking profession - the draft
deferred job. Again some have become fatalistic and are sitting
home watching alternately the
mail and the tube in an advanced
stage of catatonia.

Wednesday, November 6, 1968

Student Bar Meeting Stirs
Controversy Over Change
The first Student Bar Association meeting of the year opened with the announcement by
president John LaSalle that a student-faculty committee has been formed to advise the Law
School on administrative and academic problems. The exact scope and power of the committee
is undetermined, but theoretically they will examine areas as varied as curriculum changes
and attendance regulations.

Law Forum Makes Plans
This year the Law Forum plans
to continue the tradition that was
firmly established for the first
time last year of providing the
law school community with as
broad a spectrum of lectures and
debates as is possible with the
limited finances available.
Special events which drew high
student interest last year that are
rescheduled this year include a
top S.B.A. Banquet speaker (Justice Potter Stewart spoke last
year), the Law Day program, the
the Dean's Address to the school,
the draft and military opportunities lectures and coffee hours and
a series of programs planned in
conjunction with the International
Law Society.
The first program of the year

was an October 3rd debate on' the
urban crisis by representatives for
Richard Nixon and Vice-President
Hubert Humphrey. An address by
Conservative Party Senatorial candidate James Buckley was postponed on October 10th and hopefully will be rescheduled. Invitations have also gone out to Paul
O'Dwyer and Senator Jacob K.
Javits to speak here. It is hoped
that this year some of the foremost individuals in the area will
appear before the school. Theodore
Kheel, Roy Cohn, Albert Shanker
and others are among those who
will be invited. Students interested
in working on the Forum should
leave their names in the S.B.A. office or speak to one of the members at a regular Law Forum program.

Ori@DtatioD at Ford"" ...
This year's freshman class was again subjected to
the annual orientation program. The agenda carried
some elements of every orientation program but it
also introduced some ideas new to Fordham.
Marc Grossman and John Costantino, second year
students, were the co-chairmen of the activity. They
were assisted by Arthur Del Colliano, John Camillo
and Martha Coleman.
The program began with a talk by S.B.A. President John LaSalle. LaSalle welcomed the class of
'71 by speaking generally of life at Fordham Law
and pointing out the need for first year students
to participate in the needs of a developing law
school.
Thomas Godfrey, editor-in- chief of the Law Review, followed with a short talk that emphasized
the history, admission standards, work load and rewards of the prestigious Law Review.
Dean Speaks
Dean William Hughes Mulligan than approached
the lecturn. The Dean, who in past years has been
criticized for placing too much emphasis on the
need for all new students to "fess up" to any past
crimes in order to avoid later running afoul of the
sacrosanct Character Committee of the New York
bar, again appraised the stUdents of this eventUality.
However, the Dean did depart from previous orientation speeches when he pointed out that he recognized that not all law students are interested in
working for large law firms, but rather that many
might want to use the law for less lucrative but
more noble purposes. In either case, Dean Mulligan
pointed out, hard work in law school is the best
preparation for Forty Wall or Community Action.
Professor Joseph Crowley, who besides being on
the faculty is a member of the Governor's Committee on Labor, followed with a stirring keynote address that was as well received as it was well delivered. He focused on the failure of the law profession to responsibly meet the' constantly changing

needs of society. Professor Crowley indicted the
legal world for protecting concepts which should
have been destroyed and for not promising any new
ones.
The rhetoric finished, the progr.am got down to
introducing the students to the law school and the
law. This was first done by moving the entire group
down to the library where H. Kenneth Jackson of
the library staff described the organization and
workings of a large law library.
Freshmen Hear Truth
Following lunch, the first year class was broken
down into small sections for informal dialogues with
uPPE;rclassmen. At these sessions the real Fordham
was discussed by those who know it first hand the experienced student. Here such gut questions
were discussed as dress regulations, eating establishments in the area, the amount of study time necessary, the pros and cons of "canned" briefs and the
relative merits of the S.B.A. The students seemed
genuinely interested in these small participatory
sessions.
The students then reassembled in the Moqt Court
room to witness an appellate moot court argument.
The casEl'seemed to baffle some d~spite the orientation committee's diligence in handing out the fact
pattern and applicable! law. Yet the arguments were
lively, the judges, Professors Byrne and Sweeney
and Dean McGrath, incisive and the legal milieu
excellent.
The program was topped off by a beer party
where the cold brew was in super abundance and
the conversation was spirited.
It was a good orientation program as orientation
programs go. It has been suggested that orientation
programs are anachronistic and ineffective for college graduates. As with any program started by anybody fpr any purpose, there is always some criticism.
However, as Isaac D'Isreali once stated, "The defects of noble attempts are the consolation of the
dunces."

President LaSalle picked seven
students to serve on the committee (one first-year student will be
added after the election) and they
were approved by the S.B.A. Mike
Richman, President of 2-A, and
John Costantino, President of 2-B,
both strongly objected to this
procedure. They wanted equal
representation of each individual
section and popular elections of
the representatives.
stUdents Selected
As the committee presently
stands there are three third-year
students, two second-year students, one first-year student, and
two night students on it. The
question of representation of each
section arose because both secondyear students are from 2-B. The
objection to ~ual representation
was that the committee would
then be too large and unwieldy.
The students on the committee
are Tom Schwa~, 3-B; Elliot
Evans, 3-B; John Sills, 4-E; Jay
Wilker, 3-B; Liz Clancy, 2-B; Dan
Carson, 2-B; and Pat Corrigan,
3-E.
The four faculty members of
the committee are Professor Crowley, chairman, Fr. Quinn, Professor Byrn, and Fr. McLaughlin.
Jackets Gone
The S.B.A. also announced that
the Law School has dropped the
requirement of jackets and ties
in the library, and in class it's
up to the discretion of the individual teacher. This move, along with
the formation of the student-faculty committee ,were recommendations made last Spring by the
S.B.A. Academic Planning Committee. The official policy on dress
has now finally come into line
with the actual practice of students and professors.
CODStitutional Revision
A proposal to revise the S.B.A.
Constitution so as to have its four
officers elected by the entire student body was tabled until the
class officers have a chance to
find out how their individual
classes feel about it. At present
any student can run for office, but
the voting is done by the S.B.A.
Board of Governors. Many students have expressed discontent
with this procedure and have
labeled it undemocratic. Let your
class officers know how you feel!

